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1. More then ten yesrs have already passed since the Latvian nation was robbed
of ite liberty. During those years our nation has poured out much of its

- -blood mnd tears. The héarts of hundreds end thousands of the most ardent
Latvian patriots have stopped beating on the various battlefields and,
since the war, in the forests and swamps of our country. However, the
gtrength of the Latvisn nation, lts irresistible longing for liberty, could
not be broken even by these long dark years. Not for a moment do we lose
hope for the hour of our rescue, the hbpe of greeting the day when again we

. shall be the mapters of our own eountry and of our property.

2. Many times our hearts have ached when we thought about the Latvian refugees
gbrosd. ' Why éould they not intercede with those people who decide the
destinies of the nations of the world, and why could they not try to do
something for us? Thinking logleslly, we understood those obstacles whieh
prevented 1t, but in our hesrts, however, we reproached them. Now that is
&1l over. We have learned, from the news received from abroad, how matters
really stand and this has remewed the fighting spirit in our blood and
this has given & new strength of our morsle. All the same, even without
such reyewed moral uplift, we were determined to see it through, for we had
armed ourselves with unbreaksble patience and steadfastness, and we are under
no dslusions from any frivolous prophecies of a new war.

3. During the past five years we have learned and understood a great deal.
After the capitulstion of the Cermmns in 1945, most of the patriots did not
want to submit as eowards to the violence of Qommuniem, and they started a
new fight as partisans, living in the forests, In the hope that a war bee
tween the free world and the Commmist countries would soon start.

25X1A

CLASSIFICATION SECRET/CONTROL-U. 5. OFFICTALS ONLY




Approved For Release 2002/01/04 : CIA-RDP83-00415R011700020003-6

‘o - ° GECRET/CONTROL-U.S. OFFICIALS ONLY _

2~ o ~ 25X1A

4. 'he groups of partisens were organized over the whole country. It
ig to be emphasized, however; that all the partisan activities so
‘far hed a chaotic and hasty character, for together with the pat-
riots in the foreats there were slso criminals and adventurers.
There was no single lesdership for all of them, and there were slso
no common tsctiecs and directions worked out for this new struggle.

5. Eaech group of partisans went its own way. Although severs) sttempts
were made to unite the separate groups closely. together in one
ares, this was not suceessful, 88 they were not able to withstand
the pressure of the regular ammy units of the enemy.

6., Fecing the enormous difficuliies of life in the forest, many par-
tisans loat their fighting energy; particularly when the Commmists
got @ free hand at the battle front and gtarted & wide forest search
operstion in Latvis, The Communists slso hid small srmy units
secretly in the farmhouseés of the forest aress. This caused not
only & great Loss of mem, but it had an even bigger morale effect
on the partisens. Because of this, in the First year of this
struggle many of thesg partisan groups bessme Beabtersd, purtly
_destroyed, or captured. .Also, in the following aubumn, many of
the partigens grew frightened of the diffievlties of the coming
winter and some eredulous individuals voluntarily jJoined the
Comunist auwthorities, obgying the Communist eull,

7. -Such & situation persisted a1l through the year 1946, The number
' of the partisans during this pericd wae considerably reduced, but
i Auring this time in some groups there started to grow & better
digeipline and security. .

8. In 1947 & new ers started in the history of the partisans. The
struggle with the Communigts becsme more organized, Individuslly
organized groups of partisens srose with improved methods of
Pighting &nd with betber tactilas,.

2. ’I;‘he strength of the 'parbisan‘ groups is from five to ten men In .
‘eReh group. : ‘ '

10, It is to be noted that these groups are not the only ermed force
in Latvis; there are also some unorganized groups. Then there
are many individusl persong living illegally who eould be
counted upon As a sowrce of reinforcements for the organiza-~
tion. ‘ : . 4
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11, As weégards their conomic basis, there are various mephods for obtaining
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13,
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&. Fach group of partisans has & supply base of itg owm, i.e., the legally
living peasants., The nemes of the supporters are kept secret.

b, The partisens mansge, in addition, to eeize money and other articles
" from the Coimmunist authorities and egonomic organizations.

e. Voluntery donations from the Latvien patriots.

In spite of all the difficultles which were caused by the Bolsheviks in
1949 deporting our richest farmers, who were our supporters, and by the
collectivization of the farms, we heve enfdeavoured to bulld wup the
organization of legally and illegally regident patriots and of
perséns who are opposed to the Communist regime. However, the organized
groups of psrtidans remain the core of the organization

We endeavor to keep this organization together for the purposes of the
eritical moment in the event of war, :

As far ag poselble, we have drmed our partisans with arms and smmunition
and improved knowledge of tecties. To spere ammnition and to save life,
they resort to the use of firearms only in cases when they are foroced to
peize food end in gelf-defense when sttacked by the military or seourity
foroks of the enemy.

To svoid provocation by the enemy, new groups or persons may be enrolled
into the organizatibn only through very good personal contacts and acequain-
tance, : N

In addition, as far as is possible in the local eircummtances, the partisans
sre cerrying out petriotic propsgends among the peapents, strengthening
the gonsclousness of Latvians sgainst Communism, '

Ap an histordical mement should be noted the meeting on 15 September 1951
of 81l the partissn group commenders of all the crgenized groups. Our
future prospects and the outlines of the world situation were discussed.
The sermanders retulmed to their posts sfterwmrds with a still firmer
refgolive to continug this self-denying struggle until the freedom of Latvia
is again attainéd.

In the event of war, we have decided to spread our activities to the
following extent:

&, o establish armed partisan groups in the forests in every part of Late

via in order to enable the partisens to teke control of any part of the
ecountry.

b. To blow up the enemy's military and Important economlc objectives, sueh
as stores, bridges, railways, and other strategic polnts.
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2. To collect all Bultable information sbout the enemy and his fortifications

or movements, which, if reguired, will be handed over to the commanders
of the Western powers. ' '

d. To glve help or concealment to all Latvians whom the Communists might en-
danger,
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To enble us to attain this program with es few casualties as possible, we
mugt obtain help frem outside, 1l.ex '
8, Money to protcure food, elothing, snd footwesr for the part}i&ans.
b, Arms snd smounitiens
L) Autemstic guns snd ammmition 9 m.m.

2) Germen smmnition for light auntomatic guma.

3)- Piptolsy T.65 avd 6,35 m.m,, end ammunition for persons living
legally. !

%) Hand grensdes,

5) Minesm for mining strategic polnts.
¢. Topogrephie meps and medicines, although this is & less acute problem,
The situgtion ns regerds smmmition is so bed thet in some groups the autos
metis weapons are out of wse because of lack of ammmition, The partissns
are obliged to use ordinery rifles, and the Germsn smmmnition left over
fram the war hes grown ruaty snd unserviceable.

We send our best snd hesrtiest greetings to all Letvian refugeesy who sre
gesttered in many sountries, We sre awalting their return as soon as 1t is

_possible. We sre sure they ere slready lopging to return, but they may

eount themmelves lutky bepsuse they hre spared frow watching, powerlessy
the torture of thelir Fatherlund,
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